
 
 
 

 

Corona-Norco school vending machines dispense books, not junk food 

Kids can earn tokens — good for a new book — through good grades, class 
participation and hard work 

Forget candy and sweets — what if vending machines dispensed books for kids to take 
home? 

Several campuses in the Corona-Norco Unified School District, such as Garretson Ele-
mentary School in Corona, now offer that option. The goal, officials said, is to inspire 
children to create their own home libraries. 

A book vending machine was installed in the Garretson library in October. New books 
— donated by the community and bought by the school — are dispensed by putting a 
token in the machine. Kids can get tokens by earning good grades, participating in 
class and displaying hard work. They can then choose their own book to keep. 

A 2019 literacy grant from the Riverside 
County Office of Education allowed the 
Corona-Norco district to expand reading 
activities and resources, including buying 
three book vending machines and the 
books to fill them, district spokesperson 
Brittany Foust said. The machines have 
since been purchased and installed at 
Riverview, Stallings, Wilson, VanderMolen 
Fundamental and Garretson elementary 
schools, as well district’s Parent Center.  

Ten more campuses have  ordered their 
book vending machines. 

Third-grade teacher Megan Gutierrez, who 
spearheaded the project at Garretson, said 
she hopes the machines will “spark an inter-
est in reading books from start to finish.” 

“The joy they’ll get from that first book — 
which they get to choose — then they’ll go 
home and share that,” Gutierrez said. “And 
maybe the book will be donated to someone 
else to read, and it becomes this cycle.” 
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Kindergartener Michayla Ramirez and first grader Kylie 
Gutierrez, students at Garretson Elementary in Corona, 
stand in front of the campus’ new book vending ma-
chine. (Courtesy of Megan Gutierrez)  
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Staff at Garretson Elementary School in Corona, seen Oct. 14, 2021, at the unveiling of a book vending machine, are: Leticia 
Miramontes, Sean Pinder, Megan Gutierrez, Melissa Ramirez, Vanessa Moll, Melissa Zepeda, Kathee Magana, Lizbeth Carril-
lo, Santos Arzaga and Principal Ana Luna. (Courtesy of Megan Gutierrez)  

Ana Luna, principal of Garretson Elementary School in Corona, puts the first token in her school’s new book vending machine. 
(Courtesy of Megan Gutierrez)  

Garretson Elementary Principal Ana Luna 
and third-grade teacher Megan Gutierrez 
cut the ribbon for their school’s new book 
vending machine. (Courtesy of Megan 
Gutierrez)  


